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Precious in the sig}zt o][ the Lord is the death o][ His saints.

The Rev. Dr. Robert F. Rice went home to be with
the Lord on December 26, 2002.

Dr. Rice was born in lowa in 1921. After
graduating from Princeton leeo]ogica/ Seminary, he was
married to Alice Venable in 1946. In 1950 Jchey went
to Korea as Pres]oyterian missionaries, arriving six
weeks before the Korean war laegan.

Upon 1earning the
: language, Bob helped the

mission start its first work
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with orphans, Lringing in over
700 homeless ]:)oys from the
streets of Korea and
personany setting up an
orphanage for them. Many
of these former orp]aans are
leaders in Korea Jcoday. He
also worked with World Vision
and Compassion International.
| After 15 years, the family
returned from the mission
field and moved to Tulsa where Bob taught missions
at Oral Roberts University Graduate School o][ TZzeo/ogy.

In 1967 he founded the ministry which is now
known as Literacy & Euange/ism International (LET).
His vision was to teach the illiterate half of the world
to read })y developing Bible-content li’ceracy primers

and instructing missionaries and local Christians in
how to use them to teach reading and writing.

A Time ][or Opening God’s Word tkrouglz the Gi][t o][ReaaIing
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Psalm 116:15
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Robert E. Rice, Founder o][ * “‘I
Literacy & Evange/ism

International

The whole Bible, or at least scripture portions,
are avaﬂal)le in ’c}le languages of more ’chan 95% of
the world’s people, but it is still a closed book to more
than half of them, who cannot read.

Another aspect of his vision was a simple “5-step”
teaching method, which could be mastered even ]oy
the new reader, so after Completing the primer, the
new reader can Legin to teach someone else. This
principle of “each one teach one” remains a foundation
of the ministry.

One example of his work gives an idea of the
impact it has had around the world. One of his first
primer construction trips was to Inclia, where he helped
to develop primers in 15 languages. Today there are
over 10,000 house churches in India started by people
who became Christians as Jchey learned to read, using
these primers.

Dr. Rice is survived Ly his wife, Alice, sons Willis
and wife Linda, Bob and wife Bev, Roland and wife
Linda, Sid and wife Chris’ca, and claugllter Alice and
her husband David Tul)ley, as well as ten granclchildren,

and a great-granclson.

Literacy & Evange/ism International

Pioneering Missions in Literacy and Eng/islt as a Second Language
Partnering with Churches and Other Mission Agencies

Proolucing Bible Content Primers in Any Language

Preparing Teacllers, Leaders, and Missionaries
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“Bob...should be looked upon as one of the (iynamic leaders of the
church in the 20th century. [He] piciee(i up the mantle of Frank Laubach
and ran with it and expan(ie(i Laubach’s ideas. Bob's thougiit of putting J’ T
eariy on in the 1iteracy manuals was a gii't from God.* He has, through
those manuals , reached more people for Christ than the Apos’cie Paul. Let
us pray that this ministry will continue througl'l his associates.”

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Goslin, Wildwood Crest, New Jersey,
who assisted with the writing of the first primer in Spanish in Madrid
i)y enlis’cing some of Dr. Goslin’s seminary students to help.

il Mt The artist on the primer construction team

v
Tainin g 35 o in Caml;oa'ia,wor/eing on the cover
0][ the Khmer primer. [

*A]thougll the most ][requent/y used letters in a /cmguage are
genera//y introduced fi'rst, Bob’s idea was to include e Z?y the
tweb[tlz lesson so the name o][ Jesus could be introduced.

“The last time I traveled with Dad was in the winter of 2000.
In India I saw a side of Dad I had never seen before. We were
in a very remote part of Northeast India and he was holding a
tutor training worlzshop. Basicaﬂy, he was training teachers
how to teach others, using curriculum that he had deveiope(i.
When he was engage(i in the training time he was totaﬂy
animated. It was as if he were ata party. He hada grin on his

“F'BOLSRiCE}nStIrzL"CtS;/imZ foi”ers /i" ’C‘[S];”ggé‘}? ”fple face the entire time he was teaching. He was totaﬂy engrossecl,
pel el sl s e s passionately (ioing the work God had called him to do.”
B Sid Rice

:vangeiism anJ Sewvice. .

“Tn all of our association with this man of Goci, we have been (ieeply touched ]3y
[Bo]o’s] strong faith and humble spirit, as well as i)y the hard work and self-
sacrifice he has offered in order to share the gospei with others.” When t}ley work is finished in one
The Staff of Herald o][His Coming place, it's time to pack up and

move on to the next.

“Anyone who knew Dad knew how focused and cliscipiine(i he was. He heard salt was
bad for you so he quit salting his food. Tt almost killed him! But that's what kind of
person he was: he decided to do something and did it! He was fit, aiways watched
what he ate, and salted things aggressively the last six or seven years. He walked (iaily
and swam three times a week when he could. But his one overric].ing goal was teuing
people about Jesus. He found a unique way to do that.. .through literacy. Teach someone
how to read, lift up the poorest, the ieast, the lost, and as tlley were iearning how to
read, make sure tiley could read about a gracious,God who wanted to have a relationship .
with them personally.” Roland Rice | W

“Many of us have found a career ministry in literacy as a result of the (iivineiy ordained
appointment or contact with Rev. Rice who so ai)ly [heipeci] us to see the need.”

James Kigamwa, Director, Literacy Evange/ism Fe//owslzip 0][ Kenya
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Alice at work on
the ministry books.

This is just
one of the things
Alice did for the
ministry from E— S -
time to time, although when the children were young,
she always gave them priority.

“T just have to think about him off on another

’n 2l Jc‘wmgs/ prayer

il = E Praying with an associate
overseas Zje][ore nginning

tlze c]ay s work...

“Dad taugh’c us the
s value of prayer not just
: by taﬂzing about it, but
l)y doing it. If you were up early enough at Mom &
Dad’s house you found him on his knees behind a lnig

chair in the corner of the front room medi’ca’cing on

trip. It’s just a little bit longer this time.” Alice Rice the scriptures and praying. Sid Rice

and —Hmnl{';@ivmg

“Only because Dad was I)y temperament and 7

gifting, a crusader and not a leader, an evangelist
and not a pastor, was he able to do such a large work
. in Christian missions. You see, we have been given
(each one of us) this treasure in earthen vessels and

¢ our vessels are a different mix of strengths and
weaknesses. By such, some are called to be prophets
and apostles and administrators and teachers and
preachers, and a thousand other things. And God
takes these vessels and puts us all ’coge’c]aer, in families,
| in communities of faith, and pours us into the world
that God so 1oves, to show that the transcendent
power belongs to God.

“We have this treasure in earthen vessels — and it is a treasure! Today we turn

I

Some oftlle LEI primers.

BOL teaclling overseas

the pages of a loved one’s story. Between its covers of ash and ash, between dust and clust, we clig for treasure in
what has become the giﬁ of memory, and turn our hearts with thanlzsgiving to God” Rev. Bob Rice, Jr.

| ‘We rteracy [M'e nnium
l’\e rteracy Mi“ermium

is pul)lishe(l bimon’chly in Tulsa, Olzla.homa,
Ly Literacy & Evangelism International
Phone (918) 585-3826 FAX (918) 585-3224
E-mail General@LiteracyEvangelism.org
WWW.Literacy Evangelism.org

“If we should name each millennium since Christ
in terms of the major task the Church needed to
undertake for helping people connect with
God’s Word, I would submit the following:
The First Millennium A.D. was

The Canon Millennium.

The Second Millennium A.D. was

CAL DOON,
The Translation Millennium. g CFH%
And this, the Third Millennium A.D. is %’%

The Literacy Millennium.” Rev. ]ol’m & Tay]or, Executive Director




A TRIBUTE TOROBERT = RICE

by John Taylor, Bxecutive Director
Literacy & Evange/ism Internationa/

If 1 were to count on one hand the most
ex’craorclinary and influential peopie in my life, Bob
Rice would have to be one of them. I know many
others who would say the same.

I first met Bob at the Tulsa office of Literacy &
Evangelism International in the summer of 1984.
Kathy and [ were at a crossroads in our sojourn. We
had sensed God’s caﬂing to cross-cultural missions
and had approac]aeci a number of mission agencies.
We were in a quanciary about where and with whom we
should serve and what type of ministry we should do.
I was 1oolzing for an effective ministry to unreached
people that would help them both practicaily and
spiri’cuaﬂy.

As Bob and I talked that Mon(iay morning on
June 25, 1984, something iiappenecl. He opene(i my
eyes to the Londage of iﬂi‘ceracy in which many peopie
subsist — especiaﬂy in Asia where Kathy and 1 wanted
to go. I was amazed that i]literacy was still such a huge
problem. He went on to explain how we migh’c open
God's Word to the illiterate i)y ’ceaching them how to
read in their own 1anguage. That resonated with me.
Bob’s voice was soft and 1ow, but his eyes shone with
passion. He gaze(i at me with soul—piercing earnestness

asifto say, “The fields are ripe. The Lord of the harvest
bids you come labor with us.” When I left Bob’s
office and went out to my car, [ sensed that God had
just spoken to me. Kathy and I did become
missionaries with Literacy & Evangeiism
International. Even now, neariy nineteen years iater,
we can look back and say that
indeed God did spealz to us
‘ciirougii Bob that June
morning.

When I i)egan worizing in
this ministry, I found a
corporate Christian culture
unlike any 1 had ever
experience(i before. Although
Literacy & Hvangelism
International pulsa’ceci with
evangelistic vision and energy,
the hub in Tulsa had an air of
almost monastic quiet and

austerity.

There was a strong emphasis on prayer and
personal devotion. I soon realized that this culture in
fact was an extension of Bob Rice himself. He believed
that world mission ]aegins with persona/ submission —
both to God’s Word and to the Lor(iship of Jesus
Christ. A missionary must have a (ieep level of
personal commitment and self (iiscipiine.

To encourage this, Bob had instituted a Covenant
Commitment wherei)y all missionaries, staff and board
members pie(ige to spen(i at least one hour (iaily in
Bible reacling and prayer. Along with this One Rule,
as he also called it, Bob emphasized two virtues. He
eschewed lou(iness, extravagance, complexity,
wordiness and irivoii’cy. So he urge(i us to cultivate
Zzumi/ity and simp/icity in our iiie—style, conversation,
teaching and ministry. He also set for our Tulsa office
staff a half hour each (iay in corporate prayer, and
one full clay each month devoted to prayer and iasting.
As might be expecte(i, some thought Bob was i)eing
iegaiistic. Nevertheless I always sensed that Bob’s
heart was ever to encourage us to trust in God and
aspire to His best will and witness, recognizing all the
while that we stand in constant need of God’s grace.
Bob’s regimen stretched us. But I believe most of us
would testiiy to the inestimable benefit these
cliscipiines have had in our life and ministry.

Bob sougilt to lead i)y example ... and that he did.
I remember when I was with him in Inciia, I saw him
Worlzing hard (iay after clay, going to bed eariy, rising
before dawn and i:eneeiing Ly his bed to pray for

: concerns around the
world that weigileti on
his heart. Bob truly
walked his talk.

Dr. Jimmy Yen, a
Christian from China
and a renowned
pioneer in the field of
1i’ceracy in the eariy
1900s, once said:
“Commitment
cannot be taugl'it; it
can only be caugi'it.

Praying over one a][ the missionaries Z;e][ore he leaves for /iteracy work

overseas. Standing, ][rom riglzt, rear: Bob Rice, ]olm YZzy/or

continued



“I refer to the crusading spirit. Without the
crusading spirit, you may have the starting power but
not the staying power.”

Of all the people I have known in my lifetime,
Bob Rice stands out as a man with the crusading spirit.
He saw it as his mission to take on two formidable
chaﬂenges of our time — one in the world and the other
in the church. The first was what he called the silent
a]isalyi/ity - referring to the plight that hillions of
illiterates silently suffer, with little un&erstancling and
little hope. The second was what he called the blind
spot in missions — referring to the church’s unl’lee(].ing
failure to recognize, let alone do much about, what is
proba]oly the laigges’c physical impediment to God’s
Word in the world to&ay — not the shortage of Bible
translations in the native 1anguages, but the lack of
reading al)ili‘cy.

With double-
barreled force, Bob
took aim against these
two chaﬂenges, hurling
himself with all his ks
might. He pursued i
them doggedly to the
far corners of the earth.

My words here about
Bob are but a poor
expression. The greatest
tribute will ever be the
chorus of personal
testimonies of hundreds of
thousands around the world ¢
who are now reading and
writing. Given the chance,
they would testify of their &

own, their family’s, and

s D

their neighbors’ liveS’ Tiwo ladies in Bang/aaleslz who
were converted tlzrouglz the

transformed because they ; /
learned to read from one of et

Bob’s primers and met Jesus and His love through it.
T}ley would say to Bob, “We thank God for sending
1 you and giving us the gift of
2 rea(ling and God’s Word.”

:‘ For those of us who had the
. privilege of knowing and
' Worlzing with Bob, our
| sentiment is one of SOYTOW,
: love, joy and gratitude all
mingled. He was our pioneer,
our leader and mentor. The

Even heyon(l the
frontiers of literacy
ministry set by those
who had gone before
him — great pioneers like Jimmy Yen and Frank
Laubach — Bob Rice succeeded in addressing the needs
of the whole man (})ocly, mind and spirit) through
literacy. His method was revolu’tionary in the 20%
Century. By incorporating Bible content right into
the reading lessons he sought to deal with, rather than
convenien’cly avoid, the pressing spiri’cual issues of his
1iteracy students. Asa result, their motivation soared,
and with it their learn1ng For most, the greatest
motivation for "

, 1earn1ng how to |
read is to read the
Bible. Through 35
years and 40
round-the-world
trips, Bob leep’c
after these two goals
righ’c up till the end.
He had starting
power and he had

staying power.

Praying over the 2002 Tulsa Literacy Institute students
as they are commissioned and send ][ortlz

Bob with the staﬁ[ o][ Gospe/ Literacy Ministries,
which he Zze/ped establish as an inc]epenc]ent

organization in Korea, similar to Literacy Evange/ism

Fe//owsizip, which he Zteipea] form in Kenya.

world and the church little
realized just how great a man
this was in their midst. I have
sometimes thought that Bob
was like one of those heroes of the faith spoleen of in
Hebrews 11:38, “of whom the world was not worthy.”
Now Bob has gone to where earth meets heaven, and
he has slippecl over the horizon. We can be sure he
was greetecl with those glad words from his Master,
“Well done, goocl and faithful servant . .
the joy of your Lord” (Ma’cthew 25:23).

[t is up to us now who remain behind in this dark

. Enter into

world to carry on. Much work lies ahead. It is
encouraging to see Christian groups, churches
and individuals — some we didn’t even know
about — now shining forth. There must be a
thousand lights out there all set aflame Ly the
torch that Bob carried wherever he went. We
thank God for the 1egacy Bob left us and for
the firm foundation on which he established

the ministry of Literacy & Evangelism
International.
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“Bob Rice had none of the characteristics
of what modern society often holds up as
iy s’can(lards of greatness. He never made any #
signifieant income in his life. He was never on |
the cover of any major puklica’cion. He was not
a member of the international social jet set. He
never led a major corporation. He was not a
general or a national politician. He was not a
sports hero, actor, or TV talk show host.

" “However, Bob was one of the finest TN AT
Chnstlan gen’clemen I have ever had the pleasure of lznomng He worked with the poores’c and most un&er-servecl
people in the world, developlng ll’ceracy primers in their native language 80 ’c}ley could read the Bible and clevelop
a personal rela’cionship with their God. For the last 25 years he traveled twice a year around the world worlzing
among some of the most remote and deprived people on earth. During this time he and his associates &eveloped
Bible-content primers in over 1565 languages. Literaﬂy tens of thousands of people have come to know Jesus due
to his work.

“I have known many great Christians in my life, but I would be hard—pressecl to name any who so £uuy exhibited
the power of meeleness, humﬂity and love in the quest for saving the world for Christ. Men like him help define

”
true greatness.

George Bragg o][ San Juan Capistrano, Ca/i][ornia, a /ongtime persona/ ][rienzj o][ Bob Rice,
is a member o][ the Board o][ Trustees o][ Literacy & Evange/ism International
and o][ Literacy Ministries International.
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